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ٓلانية  SECTION OF UTENSILS - باب ا

 
Al-Imām Ibn Qudāmah (may هللا have mercy upon him) states:  

“It is not permissible to use utensils of gold and silver for purification or anything else, 
due to: 

ٔة ولا تاكلوا في صحائفها ٓلا تشربوا في انية الذهب والفض ﴿ : عليه وسلم هللاصلى  هللالقول رسول 

ٓفانها لهم في الدنيا ولكم في الاخرة رواه البخاري ومسلم ﴾ ٕ  

the saying of  هللارسول  (may the salutations and peace of هللا be upon him):  "Do not drink 

from gold and silver utensils, nor eat from its plates, for they are for the disbelievers in this 
world, and for you in the hereafter.”” [1] 

Al-Imām Ibn Qudāmah (may هللا have mercy upon him) utilizes this حديث to establish 
the prohibition on the usage of all gold and silver utensils, for purification or any other 
purpose. 

It is noteworthy that this prohibition is equally applicable to men, women, adults, 
children, etc..  This is because of the wording of the حديث is general in meaning not 
specified to a gender or age group.  Wearing gold is only prohibited for men, it is 
allowed for women, and yet using utensils of gold and silver are prohibited for both. 

 
Al-Imām Ibn Qudāmah (may هللا have mercy upon him) states:  

“The same ruling is applied to utensils soldered with gold and silver.” 

This means just as it is prohibited to use gold and silver utensils, it is also prohibited to use 
utensils soldered with gold and silver, since using such soldered utensils can easily be 
termed “using gold and silver.”  However, al-Imām Ibn Qudāmah (may هللا have mercy 
upon him) then mentions an exception to the rule by saying: 

“ . . . unless the solder is of silver and a very little quantity.”[2] 

Note that al-Imām Ibn Qudāmah (may هللا have mercy upon him) mentioned four 
conditions for the use of such metal: 

(1)  it must be for soldering 

(2)  it must be small in quantity 

(3)  it must be silver 

(4)  it must be done out of necessity 
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This is because Imām al-Bukhārī (may هللا have mercy upon him) narrated in his صحيح 
that: 

هللارسول   (may the salutations and peace of هللا be upon him):  “fixed one of his broken 

utensils with the solder of silver.” [3] 

 

Al-Imām Ibn Qudāmah (may هللا have mercy upon him) writes: 
“It is permissible to use the rest of the pure utensils.” 

The rest of the طاهر utensils other than gold and silver include all utensils irrespective 
of whether they are precious or not. 

The reasons for the permissibility here is: 

(1) It is authentically narrated in various transmissions, reported by Imām al-
Bukhārī, Imām Muslim, and others (may هللا have mercy upon them all), that 

هللارسول   (may the salutations and peace of هللا be upon him) made ُوضوء (wuḍū’ - 
ritual ablution) from various types of utensils from a variety of elements. 

(2) There are no legal texts prohibiting the usage of utensils other than gold and 
silver.  Therefore they remain on the original ruling of permissibility; since all 
objects are permissible in origin, until they are declared prohibited by a legal 
text.  

 
Then al-Imām Ibn Qudāmah (may هللا have mercy upon him) writes: 

“It is likewise permissible to use the utensils of the “People of the Book,” as well as their 
garments, so long as their contamination with filth is not known.” 

“People of the Book” are the Jews who were blessed with َتوراة (Taurāh - Old Testament) 

and the Christians who were blessed with the نجيلٕا  (Injīl - New Testament). 

Al-Imām Ibn Qudāmah (may هللا have mercy upon him) says that it is permissible to use 

their utensils, so long as one does not know of their contamination with a نجس substance. [4] 

This is the clear opinion of the َمذهب َ  (madhhab - a school of jurisprudence in Islām; here 
referring to the Ḥanbalī madhhab) and the opinion held by the vast majority of scholars of 
Islām.  It should be noted here that the term “People of the Book” is distinguished from 
the rest of the non-believers since the “People of the Book” did not eat dead meat and 
they were the ones who slaughtered animals in a manner that was like the Muslim.  
This is why Muslims are allowed to eat from their meat and use their utensils.  Yet, 
today we see that Christians in the West do not follow the rules of their religion and eat 
of dead meat.  Consequently we can divide utensils into the following four categories:  
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(1) utensils we can use without washing are those that belong to Muslims who do not eat 
swine nor do they eat un-slaughtered meat 

(2) utensils that belong to Jews or Christians who do not eat swine nor do they eat un-
slaughtered meat 

(3) utensils we can not use except after washing; that belong to those Christians or members 
of other religions who eat dead meat, or whose slaughtered meat we can not eat 

(4) utensils we may use without washing that belong to those listed above, but it is not 
known whether they ever used those utensils or not; in this case, as the principle of 
“certainty verses doubt” dictates, we regard these utensils to be طاهر, which is its 
original state. 

It is however preferred not to use the utensils of non-believers, based upon the following 
 :حديث

Thaʿlabah al-Khushanī (may هللا be pleased with him) reported:  “I said:  “O Allāh’s 
messenger!  We are living in a land inhabited by the “People of the Book,” can we eat 
from their utensils?”  He said:  “Do not eat from their utensils unless you can not find 
utensils other than theirs.  (If you can not find other than theirs) Wash them and eat 
from them.””[5] 

 

Now as far as clothing is concerned, we can categorize it as the following: 

(1) clothing that is made by or is worn by Muslims:  the ruling concerning them is that they 
are طاهر by جماعٕا  

(2) garments made by the non-believers, but never worn by them:  the ruling concerning 
them is that they are طاهر by جماعٕا  as well 

(3) outer-garments worn by the non-believers that do not come in contact with their private 
parts:  the ruling concerning them is that they are also طاهر 

(4) under garments worn by non-believers that come in contact with their private parts:  
according to the majority of the scholars including Imām Aḥmad (may هللا have mercy 
upon him), one should wash them before using them; this is because the non-believers do 
not have the concept of َطهارة (ṭahārah - cleanliness and purity by Islāmic rules and 

standards) and نجاسة in their acts of worship 
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NOTES ON TERMINOLOGY USED FOR CITATION OF ٔاحاديث : NOTES ON TERMINOLOGY USED FOR CITATION OF ٔاحاديث : 

  

َالثلاثة (1)  (ath(1) َالثلاثة  (ath-thalāthah - “The Three”) = Abū Dāwūd, at-Tirmidhī, & an-Nasā’ī 

َالاربعة ٔ  (al-arbaʿah - “The Four”) = Abū Dāwūd, at-Tirmidhī, an-Nasā’ī, & Ibn Mājah (2) 

َالخمسة   (al-khamsah - “The Five”) = Abū Dāwūd, at-Tirmidhī, an-Nasā’ī, Ibn Mājah, 
& Aḥmad 

(3) 

ّالستة ِ  (as-sittah - “The Six”) = al-Bukhārī, Muslim, Abū Dāwūd, at-Tirmidhī, an-
Nasā’ī, & Ibn Mājah 

(4) 

َالسبعة  (as-sabʿah - “The Seven”) = al-Bukhārī, Muslim, Abū Dāwūd, at-Tirmidhī, an-
Nasā’ī, Ibn Mājah, & Aḥmad. 

(5) 
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